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against   oppression   is   satyagraha.    Satyagraha   alone can pre-
serve Hinduism or any other religion.

It is my humble advice to every lover of religion that he
should keep clear of the petty squabbles of the communities and
should remain devoted to his duty. His duty is to protect his reli-
gion and his country. Protection of dharma does not lie in accord-
ing unjustified protection to small communities, but in leading a
life of religion. Protection of religion means protection of every
Hindu. The protection of every Hindu consists only in ourselves
being men of character. To acquire character means to follow
the vows of truth, brahmacharya, ahimsa, etc. To become fearless
means to cease to fear any man, to trust in God and fear Him
alone, to know that He is witness to all our actions and all our
thoughts and to tremble even to entertain evil thoughts, to help
every created being, to regard even a follower of another religion
as a friend, to pass our time doing good to others, etc., etc. The
existence of sub-castes can, at the present time at any rate, be consi-
dered as pardonable if their activity on the whole gives sustenance
to religion and country. The caste which uses the whole world to
promote its own interests will be destroyed. The caste which per-
mits itself to be used in promoting the welfare of the world will live.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 7-6-1925
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I am not able to leave Bengal and Bengal: will not let me go.
I have already spent a month here and must spend another. A
swift trip to Assam in the meantime cannot be avoided. Shri
Phookan writes: "Assam has not done much. But you must give
it a chance to show what it can do in the matter of khadi. Give
it at least a week." Without his writing all this, I would have
gone on a mere invitation because I hope for much from Assam.
Moreover, Assam is so far away that one cannot go there often. But
the most important reason for my going there is that perhaps few
provinces have suffered as much as Assam did in 192L Assam's
crime was that it had banned opium. For that reason hundreds
of youths had to go to jail and bear several other hardships.
This had such a bad effect that panic spread among the people and
they could not stand up fearlessly. One needs no argument for going
to this province. Therefore, I promptly accepted Shri Phookan's
invitation. Now I have to reach Assam by the fifteenth. I may
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